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' l TRANSCRIPT CF INTERVIEW WITH JCSEPHE BsARD
NARR: «.....Joe Beard, who was Fairfax County Agent for over thirty years. ¥r. EZeard,
we would appreciate it if you would begin by telling us a little about your youth,
lihere were you born?
L EEARD: I was born in Fairfax County on Centreville Road between Herndon and Chantilly.....
(uﬁgfgggg...Frying Pan in the house that still stands across from the Aerotronics
Plant at Floris, My grandmothe;:igééd there., [y father and mother actually owned
a fifty--acre farm over in Loudoun County, which is located about where the lake is

at the Dulles Airport now. 3But, of course, in those days with the weather like it

was, Fom went home to her mother's farm for me to be born there; and shortly there-

after, two or three years after, my grandmother sold that vlace, This was known as
‘ the Shade place, That was my advent into this area.
NARR : I would like to say that this is the twenty-first day of kovember, 1974, 1I'd like
to ask Joe Eeard: did you go to Fairfax County schools as you were growing up?
BEARD: Yes. As I mentioned a moment before my mother and father owned a little farm over
in Loudoun County, over near Herndon, just over the Loudoun County line from Fair=
fax. 1In 1922, they sold that fifty-acre farm and bought an 1lé2-acre farm over on
s the Fairfax side of Loudoun County, which is also in the existing airport now, so
that my brother and I might attend Floris Vocational Agricultural Highschool.
Floris Vocational Agricultural Highschool was built about 1919 to 1920, and much
of this was through the efforts of H.B; serr, whoiwas County Agficultural Agent

at that time. Fe worked hard to get vocational agriculture and home economics

S

classes in highschools here. Loudoun County did not have one of these schools.

Fy father moved over there for two reasons., &Te wanted & larger farm, and the second

reason was he wanted his sons to go to this Vocational Agricultural Hizhschool. I

graduated from this Vocational Agricultural Highschool in 1927,

NAPR: I read in the County Agent's rsports, and these were the revorts of Mr., Derr, that

he was indeed instrurental in having this established in Floris., He said that it
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was one of the best in the state, and I was wondering how many there were in the
state at that tire.

At that time there were only about seven, low, Fr. Johnson, who is retired from the
Vocational Agricultural Department in the Federal Bureau of the Department of Zduca-
tion lives here in Arlington now, and he knows about these schools, I've checked
with him, and, to the best of my knowledge, this was either the sixth or the seventh
department in the state. There were one or two vocational agriculture departments
started in 1917. This one kir. Derr attempted to get in 1517, but was unsuccessful,
and through his continued efforts and the help of all those who were interested in
it locally, this department was established at what was then known as Floris, which
has since become known as Frying Pan, Ur, Derr was.successful in working with the
farmers and the Department of Zducation locally, and he got that department started
in 1919.

ihat happened after you graduated from Floris then?

I graduated from Floris in 1927, and of course, I wanted to go to VPI, but in those
days we were going into thefdepression. e had two years without rainfall, and the
farmers were hard-pressed. Iy father found there just wasn't enough money to send
a boy to college and replace him with a hired man and keep the payments up on the
loans that were made on his farm when he bought it. So I worked there in partner-
ship with my father on the dairy farm for 1927-1628. In the fall of 1929 I entered
Virginia Polytechnic Institute as a freshman.

What did you major in at VEI?

T majored in Dairy hHusbandry. I intended to take General Agriculture, because I
thought I might like to teach vocational agriculture if I had to get a job other than
farming, but as it turned out I was persuaded by the Dairy Husbandry Department to
enroll in Dairy Husbandry inasmuch as I had teen raised on a dairy farm and I had

carried dairy rrojects for my vocational agriculture classes, I had judged on the

s R s s .
dairy Judging team of the Vocational Highschool, and this was the leading dairy
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county in the state of Virginia at that time.
Tid I understand you correctly to say, ir. Beard, that the 1920's were hard times for
farmers in Fairfax County?
Yell, of course, the early 1920's was the end of %World War I; and at that time prices
were inflated and at that time farmers received a fair share of the consumer's dollar.
That wasn't too bad, but the late 1920's were quite severe. That was the buildup pf
the severe depression that we had during those years. Furthermore we went for two
years in this local area without rainfall during the summer months. This made it
necessary for the livestock farmers to buy feed. It was =z imported: from the
north and the western states to feed their livestock during the winter months., This
put them in double jeopardy. As a matter of fact conditions became so bad at that
time that the Federal Land Eank Loan declared a moratorium on payments of the mort-
gages which farmers had gotten through the Federal Land Bank Association, because
many of our farmers were at the point where their farms would have been‘foreclosed

if this hadn't been what happened., So this was a very severe time. It was the be-

" ginning of the big economic depression that you hear so much about today.

What was transportation_like in Fairfax County during the 1920's? Uas it a real
problem for you in getting to highschool or in to markets?

Well, since my father moved over to Fairfax County near the Floris Vocational High=-
school my brother and I could walk to school. We only had to go one and a half miles,
and that was a short distance to walk in those days. Eut Floris Vocational Agricul-
tural Highschool drew boys and girls from all over the County, who wished to study
agriculture and take home economics. There was a long shed built on the grounds of
this highschool that held eighteen horses. Fany of the boys and girls drove in some
road, horseback; two or three of them would come in buggies, and then some of then
would board nearby. So transportation was a problem compared....well, it wasn't a
oroblem compared with what it i

s today, because nobody had any trouble getting a

horse up and down the road, and there weren't so many of

them that we had traffic

g
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jams., Ee this as it may, our problems with getting our products to market was not
too terrible, because it was the custom in those days to hook a horse to a lone
wagon, or, if you had a large load, you'd hook two horses to a farm wagon and haul
your milk or your product to & railroad station, and at:that time the Yashington
and Cld Dominion Railway ran from Rosslyn, Virginia, to Eluemont, Virginia, up
through Falls Church, Vienna, Herndon, Sterling and all up the line. In my early
days, I remember during the World War my brother and I used to drive a little black
mare hitched to z spring wagon with four ten-gallon cans of milk to the railroad
station each morning for a year or so during World War Two (obviously he meant Cne)
before we went to school. 3o éhis was customary. Then about 191& or 19 the farmers
formed a cooperative and bought two great big General rvotors trucks. ' They had

solid tires on them, but the problem was in the wintertime when these big heavy
trucks, which would go through the mud because they were of the .orld +ar I era
build, but the problem was that they would tear up the country roads, which were

not paved, so badly that really ;? was almost impossible for any other vehicle,

even with a horse and wagon, to ;ﬁ?‘%ﬁ%)of the roads. The farmers began during 1918,
1920's and along in there to gradually become involved with tractors and automobiles
and trucks. This was the beginning of that period. Our blg problem at that time
was the roadways, Of course, as you know Senator Rarry Byrd, Sr., of Virginia
formed a policy that if he was elected governor he would see to it that the country
roads were taken over by the state rather than by respective countiessand magisterial
districts; and that he would get farm to market roads built. 4nd he did,

That was called the Eyrd Road Act.

This was called the Byrd Road Act, and he was remembered for this as long as he lived.
We were quite aprreciative of this. The roads at that time, there was a paved road
from Alexandria to Winchester known as the Little siver Turnpike. At about where

Fryirg Fan is today, into Herndon, that was paved, but none of these other roads were

raved,

B T
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Does that mean that Route Seven wasn't paved at that time?

Parts of it I don't believe were at that time.

So Little River Turnpike was the one that was paved at that time and not Houte Seven?
Right. I'm not real sure about koute Seven. I know Little River Turnpike was

paved. It had two tracks: one of them was paved and the other was unpaved, and

when the horses' feet got sore walking on the stones in the paved area, why then
you'd put him down on the unpaved area so that he could get home before it became

too late.

~I'd like to ask you one more question before we get back to your education and

early career. ‘ould you say that Washington, the District, the City was already
luring Fairfax County farm youth away from the farms in the 1920's?

Well, yes and no. Cf course, there was some tendency for the young boys and girls
to go to Washington to work. Low, of course, you remember when we came out of
Vorld War Two, during World war Two it was a patrictic motive for those people

that were necessary to stay on the farms, to stay there and produce crops.

Wait a minute, I think you mean %World War Cne. Don't you?

I'm éorry. I mean World War Cne. During World iar One it was a patriotic motive
for the young men to stay on the farm and prcduce crops. As'a matter of fact they
were not drafted if they were legitimate farmers, so this kind of put a damper on
people leaving., But shortly after this, of course, there was a tendency for people
to go to Washington, D.C., and get jobs. But this was not as much of a problem as
it might appear to be by virtue of the fact that most of the farmers raised anywhere
from two to five children. lost every farmer's hired man raised anywhere from two
to five children. xow there just wasn't room enough on this farnm to employ ten or
twelve children. 3o with this kind of activity, either the farmer's son or daughter
might go to Washington to get a job, or, if he didn't, the farm sr's hired ran's

sons or daughters went to Washington and got jobs. Whensver you have this harpening,

the wages are always higher in the metropolitan area than they are in the rural

i < A
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area. This always causes some friction, ‘Now that type of thing occurred then the
same as it always has bteen., You must remember also that the farm wages in those days
were much much less than they were in most other types of businesses, industries and
professions. So this always caused somewhat of a discussion, but I don't believe,
as I look back at it now, that this was much éf a problem, However, you heard about
the same things said then as you do today.
¥ay I ask was there much transfer in the other direction? Jere people from the city
moving out in Fairfax County to live at this time?
¥o, this didn't.......well, we had commuter trains in those days. There was one that
ran from Great Falls and came on up to McLean and from Xclean into Washington. Then
you had the little commuter trains that ran frem Rosslyn on up into Loudoun County,
into Ashburn {hop—amesa2), Leesburg, Sterling and along the line. Ue had people who
lived along this railroad and commuted by train to 4ashington, but we did not have
the type of commuting that you have today., EBecause, in the first place, the roads
were impossible; in the second place, we didn't have automobiles, and, in the third
place, it took you about half a day to ride a horse from here into dashington, It
would take the other half day to ride back.
Let's get back to schooling, because I am interested in your career following your
graduation from VPI, Did you start off as an Assistant Agent or Agent in Fairfax
County or did you start off elsewhere in the state?
Upon graduation from VPI it was almost impossible to get jobs, and the only orening
that I found at that time was the job of testing milk in a Dairy Zerd Improvement
Association in Frince ¥illiam County. An opening occurred there, and I took this
Job as soon as I could after I graduated from college. It happened in those days
that it was very difficult to get jobs, and we would be interviewed by people who
wanted dairy specialists. Zut it just seemed like that during this depression time
that none of then were accepted. So I applied for active duty with the Army.
favirg gotten a job with the 24th Infantry as & second lieutenant at »i, ieade,

-2ryland, then the wnext thing for

. an _
e to do was to get out of the regular Army
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BEARD: apd_accept a position in the orzanized reserves, which I did and followed throughout
my 1life until I was retired thirty years later from that type of duty., 3ut I took
a job as soon as possible after the military service, that summer, as a milk tester
in a ,Dairy Herd Improvement Association in Frince ¥illiam County, Virginia, over
here at l‘anassas. And I stayed on the job until lNovember 15th of that same year,
and then I was appointed Assistant County Agricultural Agent of Frincess Anne County,
Virginia, down near korfolk. This is now Virginia Eeach City. At that time I stayed
there until lNarch 15th, 1934, when I was appointed County Agricultural Agent of

iliddlesex County in Virginia.

ARR: How long were you at liddlesex County then?
SEARD: Just a little under four years.
FARRA: Fow was it that you came to be the agent in Fairfax County then?
. - BEARD: ir. Derr, whom we all know and whom I had known for years, was County Agricultural

Agent of Fairfax County until 1937, when he btecame 72 years .old and retired because
of age. I succeeded him as County Agricultural igent. I was invited to come up

by the Crange and the other agricultural organizations of the County for an inter-

view, In September of 1937 they appointed me, half an hour after the interview
was over. Then I moved from iddlesex with my wife, Estelle, to Fairfax in Lecem=-
Javvary

ter, 1937, and took over as the Agricultural Agent on[égcembeé}l, 1538.

NMARR: I heard you mention the Grange, and I'm interested in your remark there. Was your
appointment dependent upon their recommendation?

EEARD: At that time the Grange was quite strong in Fairfax County. There were four

| subordinate Granges and one Fomona W55 Crange. This was the largest agricultural

organization county-wide at that time. Cf course, they took an interest in the

affairs of agriculture and other civic activities, much as the civic associations

do in our subdivisions today. They reviewed the situation and invited me to come

up for an interview. They even got me an zppcintment with the Zoard of sSuper-

visors for an interview, Cf mourse, I was hired with the approval of the Foard
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of Supervisors.,

Let me ask this: I was reading in the County Agent's reports and also in the Li-

brary of Congress yesterday that the Grange was a secret organization.

It's secret to the extent of a ritual, very much like the Fasons, However, their

activities in this kind of thing were open the same as any other civic organization

is, but it does have a ritual, a secret ritual open only to Grange members, the

same as lMasons and other organizations of this kind. How do they handle this

type of thing? They have a ritual to open the meeting and then they throw it

open to the public and do whatever they are going to do. Then after the non-Grange

members have left, if there are those present, then they close with a ritual.

This is what is involve&. I have been a Grange member ever since I came to Fair-

fax County in 1938. 1It's true that they do have this secret ritual for opening

and closing, but I see little difference between them and some religious organiza-

tions as far as this is concerned.

I found in the Library of Congress some really outstanding photographs of the

officers and some of the members of the Grange in 1940, uill you be able to iden-

£ify these people do you think when I get the‘prints?

I would think so. We've had one or two radio programs with the Federal Department
of Agriculture in those years, and a good many Grange members were present.

I remember pir, honald EBlake was there, ir. ilells Sherman, ir. and krs. iaurice Fox

and perhaps other Grange members that took part in this discussion. wsome of these

would be, I suspect, in these pictures,

from #r, Derr's revorts, from the mid-1920's, re seemed to indicate it was quite

difficult to get the farmers to organize in the 1920's. ihen d;‘Ld the Grange te-

come organized and active in Fairfax County?

About 1926-27-28,

Can I ask you a question azbout another organization in the County? ix. lerr men-

ay
tioned thaé}ﬁggy of the young people's zgricultural fairs

in the 1920's often

B
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outside groups or organizations were one of the leading attractions, and the

Ku Klux Klan was mentioned specifically by iixr. Derr. Do you know anything about
the Ku Klux Klan in the County or its activities?

Well, the Ku Klux Xlan: I knew of it, I knew there was such a thing., Of course,

I never was a member, but I did attend one or two political rallies in 1927 on
what is now the parking lét of the George lason Annex here, which was formerly

the old Fairfax City Highschool. There must have been fifteen-hundred Ku Klux
people there that night in support of some issue one way or the other, one of

the political organizations.

Would you say then there was much racial animosity in the County? Wwas this the
jirection of the Klan's activities at that time?

I never saw or heard locally anything that had to do specifically with special
racial problems. Cf course, you know what they stood for: they were prejudiced
in racial situations. It seemed to me that the rallies that I attended.....they
didn't even have on hoods or anything. They had on uniforms, white uniforms, but
their faces were not covered. I knew who some of them were, because I saw some of
ny friends there, and f(ya fwre¥ear) more of a political rally at that time

as far as I understood.

I noticed in the 1830 statistical report that there was a mentiocn of negro azent
reports, You knoﬁ it was generally the printed form, and I was wondering did
Fairfax ever have élnegro agent?

Wo, Fairfax did not\have a negro agent. At that time the negro agricultural ex-
tension and home economics work came out of Virginia Unicn College at Petersburg,
Virginia, and it was run separately from Virginia Polytechnic Institute, which was
the headquarters for all the white agents. FHowever, they did interchange informa-
ticn, Tut as the custom was in those days each group of races was welcome to join

in ané mix with meetings and understandings and exchange demorstrations and things

like trat, but they didn't do much of it, because they just had two organizations,

o wesaey
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EEARD: which sort of worked side by side like two Frotestant denominations in the same
community.
5 NARR: Would you say then, getting back to the Klan, that their interests were more pol=-

itical and economic rather than racial in the 1G20's?

8 ' EEARD: Well, from my point of view they were. This was the impression that I received 5
at that time. You remember that I was a studeht in highschool during those days.'
Cf course, my mother and father never participated in any of these rallies, odut

I was allowed to go with the other highschool boys just for the curiosity of it.

Even in those times, was 1t a curlosity?

ZEARD: Yes, I suspect this would ke a curiosity for any young zerson.

FARR: 8omething that kept recurring and recurring in the annual reports was the matter
of orchards and vineyards., I really am very much interested in knowing when these

orchards were planted from the earliest times even by statute in the state of Vir--

ginia., %hy is it that we have so few, if any, left? Was it disease or the sub-

urban impact or what?
BEARD: It was the suburban impact, the price of land and the cost of labor were the two
- things. ‘When I moved to Fairfax County in 1938 there were seventeen commercial
orchards that produced apples and peaches and there were eight or ten grape vine-
yards., They sold these products locally. As urbanization went along, these com==
mercial fruit orchards were replaced by nurseries that grew ornamental plants and

currbfre.
h) al

shrubs for sale to the suburban zr), and of course, the grape vine-

vkards went by the way for the same reason. As a general rule, whenever land be-
comes twice as valuable for uses other than agriculture, the orchards, the vine=-
vards and the extensive livestock farming methods have to be replaced, Gtecause

they're not economically feasible on that high priced land.

: ARR: I noticed a term that I didn't undersiand., Ferhaps you can explain to me, 1is

"

the term '"lashington iilkshed Area" an adaptation of "watershed"?

Yes,

Is it meant to be humorous?
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Yo, no. A "Milkshed” simply means the community or the area or the limits on which
milk is produced and shipped to a certain market. iilk is a perishable product; and
in those days there wasn't the type of refrigeration that we have today, and there
were not the highways that we have today. So therefore it was usually determined
3 by a rail line or a truck route or some other type of thing. Low since mechanical
refrigeration has come into being, and since this is also on farms just as it is
out in the transportation business, milk can be kept for a number of hours. That
was not originally true. So it's usually determined by: first, the iransportation
and communication system, and secondly, the refrigeration system. That's what
determined the "iilkshed" in those days., Today, with the transportation being
what it is and the refrigeration being what it is, it's a question of economics
alone.
NARR: liow another thing that keeps recurring in both Pr. Derr's reports and yours is
the matter of "Culling", culling in both dairy.anéd pouliry stock which seemed to
be the predominant agricultural pursuits in this century in Fairfax County. I
haven't gotten up to modern times, but this is in the '20's and '30's. Uas the
culling procedure resisted by the farmers or did they....perhaps you'd better
explain fully what culling is and tell me what response there was to the Agri-
- cultural agents attempts to get the culling done. |
EEARD: Culling is a term which is used to indicate the removal of the less fit and less
profitable. In those days the average hen only laid eishty eggs per year. Today

the average hen lays over two hundwed eggs per year, and many of then procduce

220-230 eggs per year. INow this has been done by selection, eliminatirz those who \
did not have the ability to produce large numbers of eggs. This can be done very ‘
easily by anyone who studied poultry husbandry or understands what things to look

Tor, and the same thing is true of the dairy cow. iiow this is one of the main rea-

sons for this Dairy Herd Improvement issociation, whereby a person who is skilled

and trained under the direction of the Asricultural wxperiment Station would visit

L L - 3~ 1. = 3 b
a2 fermer's farm one day each nonth, weigh the milk from each cow morning and
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evening so he gets a 24-hour sample. Ke weighs all the feed that that cow con-
sumed during that 24-hour period, and then he tested the milk to determine its
butterfat content and other food values and made a report to the farmer on each
individual cow. Then he figured up the cost of the feed that this animal ate, and

he also.figured up the value of the product that she produced. At the end of a

year the farmer had an individual record on each individual cow, and he could

use this to eliminate the least profitable, the least desirable.. - He could
propagate and establish a breeding program that would allow him to expand on the
most profitable animals through inheritance and genetics and things of this kind.
Yow along with this the Agricultural Agent taught management practices such as
feeding, disease control and other things aleng with this’culling, but this all
was a help. There was a tendency for farmers to resist these practices at first,
but when it was learned that these recommendations and methods began to pay off,
why sooner or later the majority of the farmers would participate.  Not everyone,
of course, but we eventually arrived at the point where perhaps eighty per cent
of them would p;rticipate in this type of thing. You must remember that it was
not accepted in the very beginning. Ferhaps it took fifteen years or so for most
of these things to be accepted. Then after a while when the farmers found out
that this was true, many times in later years, toward the 1940's there'd be more
requests for this type of thing than the Agent could take over, so what he did
under those conditions was to train others that were volunteer leaders that would
go out and show cther people, other farmers or other poultry raisers, these prac-
tices.

Another subject which came up, and I'm referring to a report by ir. Lerr in 1927:
he was talking about Fairfax County being the third county in the United States to
be scrub free. I was wondering if you knew what the other two counties were, and

what this business about the scrub stock, which I believe applied to the bulls,

which were used for the dairy cattle..
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unknown
Scrub was a term which was used for an animal of Lo~ - genetic back--

ground who had questionable capabilities of producing the desired qualities. It's
just generally known as a scrub., It meant it wasn't pedigreed, of course, aad
while all pedigreed animals were not necessarily the best, they were of known
ancestry, and you could have much better opportunity to receive offspring that
would be more like them. The scrubs were generally known though as of unknown
origin in all forms of livestock, and was usually referred to as a scrub bull by
virtue of the fact that his influence over the herd was fifty per cent, whereas
each female was on fifty percent of the offspring that she had., However, he was
over fifty percent of the entire calf crop each year. It was very important that
he not reduce the desirable qualities of the whole herd, so it was more important
to have a registered or pedigreed animal of known characteristics. blow I don't
know which counties he had reference to as being the first and second counties

in the country.

One of i¥r, Derr's central concerns in the 1920's seemed to be his inability to
convince the farmers to improve their homes. Vas this also one of your primary
concerns?

Yes, but when I came along we had Home Demonstration Agents, which worked in coop-
eration and in tandem so to speak with all the men agents., And while the men
agents were primerily interested in soils and crops and livestock and fertilizers
and things of this caliter, and the ladies were trimarily interested in food and
nutrition and cooking and clothing, the men and women agents did work together as
a team and talk together, and therefore we did frequently. ixr. Derr organized in ‘
this county a number of Farmers' Clubs, back in his day, in which there were itwelve [

members in each club., In each month of the year they'd meet one day in one of these

twelve farmer's homes. The farmer and his wife would come to the Farmers' Club
reeting. The ladies would have their program and the men would have theirs. Cf

course, these people had their morning aznd evenirg work to dc on the farms, so they
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EEARD: usually got to one of these member's homes with a potluck dinner at zbout ten or

. Derr would speak with the men about the scrub

! ten~-thirty in the morning., &
bulls and fertilizer and lime and tare seed methods, The ladies would do likewise.
The Home Agent with their group about canning, cooking, sewing, whatever it may

‘ [ be. Ve were both interested in this type of thing. You see both sides were in-
terested in providing income through nutrition for a better way of life for the
farm family.

WARR: Crne thing that made me curious as I was reading all these annual reports: vhy did
the Home Demonstration seem to be changing all the time while there was a lot of
Jongevity and continuity in the Agricultural Agent?

BEARD: Well, Agzricultural Agents usually continue on their job when they become married,
and many times the Home Agents, when they became married, took up the family
duties with their husband. That was one reason. The other reason was that there
weren't very many trained ladies in these programs. There were always more men
agents than there were home agents, and many times we had a Home Agent who stayed
in a county for a number of years, and they would always send in the young agents

- = for training under this individual. And this made a contiruous turnover, be-

‘ cause they were only there for training anywhere from six months to two years.

This is another reason why so many transfers took place.

R Yas any thought given to the amount and variety of chemicals? It seems like an
enornous number of chemicals used for the control of pests-and diseases.

ZEARD: Very much so. The new pesticides, insecticides, fungicides were coming out all the

| time, and it was a policy of the state of Virginia and of mest other states in the
Agricultural Extension Service that these products would have to be tested by the
Zxperiment Station of the respective states in which they were to bte used by their
specialists for three years before they would say that they could recommend that
for general use. iow the manufacturers that produced these insecticides and Tungi-

cides and fertilizers and other chemicals had usually dore this in their testing

ograms prior to this time., o zany times an agent would e bomtarded with
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all these new advertisements coming from the supplier or the chemical company of
these particular products. Fut he would not recommend them until they had been
tested out by his Experiment Station for three years. And this was a built-in
safety factor, a Ralph lader type of thing that was adopted as a policy by the
Virginia Agricultural Extension Service for the protection of the individuals
concerned, You must remember that nearly always when a company tested these pro=-
ducts it was done under controlled conditions. The Agricultural Extension Service
has a corollary organization known as the ixperiment Stations, and we have some
twelve or thirteen of those Experiment Stations in Virginia,
Are these farmers who agree to be cooperaters or what are they?
We have two kinds., Ue have the products being tried out on the farmer's farm
and observed. This is done by the local agent and the farmers themselves. Zut
the Agricultural Experiment Stations are owned and controlled by the State Agri-
cultural College. We have one at Crange, Virginia; we have one here at Fiddle-
burg, Virginia; we have one at Culpeper, and we have them scattered all over
Virginia, depending on the area. The general purpose of this is to try it out
under different weather conditions and under different soil conditions and all
that type of thing, This became a tremendous program right after World War II.
The advent of all the sulfa drugs, the penicillin and teramycin and antibiotics
of various kinds, the various hormone feedings and dieth§f;éterol in produce

D/e thy Dtot esteol
feed and in dairy cattle. You hear so much comment about this. The Experiment
stations would have to test this out on cattle and on chickens and then let the
humans take another look at it before these things were liberated because the
Zxtension Service has to be completely reliable as far as testing is concerned,
There are errors made, but every safeguard that you can think of is taken. This
was a real factor., As a matter of fact, we had a handbook, ard it must have had

thousands of those things listed in it. It was like an ercyclopedia or a

dictionary. As the multiplicity of this type of insecticide, chemical,
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environmental verb%age came into being the agent's concept quite frequently
changed. He had to svend at least thirty per cent-of his tire studying, and
then he would have to look up everything when anybody answered him over the
phone, because it was almost impossible to keep all of them in your mind. Cf
course, the more common ones were everyday practice.

the use

Was any thought given to a buildup O}YSTT‘TELse chemicals? Wwas that a wdrry and
was there a thought about interreaction of the use of various chemicals, which
hadn't been tested together?
kiell, the theory of buildup as I recall was not accepted as much then, and people
were not as conscious of it as they are today. There was consideration given to
it in the testing programs, however, you must realize that it may be fifteen years
before one can recognize these types of things. So, while consideration was given
to it, I'm sure that many of the things that we know today were not found out
for some time.
T wanted to ask a few of the facts about the everyday operation of this agency.
For instance, I didn't find any specific reference in the period I was covering
to who paid the salary of the agent and how much it was and whether or not the
sources of funding changed through the years.
In the very beginning, two-thirds or better of the salaries were paid by the
State Agricultural College. One-third or one-fourth or whatever supplementaries
were received came from the counties in which the agent was stationed.. This
varied a great deal. You are supposed to remember that when the station progran
had its advent in 191%,zt that time 211 the agents' full salaries were paid I
btelieve on a temporary demonstration basis by the Federal Depariment of Agricul-
ture to money which was appropriated to the Agricultural and Fechanical Colleges,
Pasically, as time went along, and the progran develored and the meaning of the
programs were understocd, a rough figure would have been that arproximately

one-third of the salaries came From the counties; one-third were from state

nmonies, and one-third was from federal monies. An Agricultural Zxtersion Agent
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was then responsible to the three governments: the Federal government, the State
government through the State Agricultural College and to the County government,
I had the feeling as I was reading the reports, as the Government's alphabet soup
came into being in the '30's, the various agencies of the Federal government, I
had the feeling there that that was when this transiticn occurred, because there
was so much paperwork involved in keeping up with the Federal programs that I
noticed several times clerks were funded or some kind of office assistance was
provided in order to keep up with the Federal programs..
Well, you see the Agricultural &xtension Service and Agricultural Home Zconomics
was & demonstration and an educational program. In the '30's with the advent of
the Roosevelt Administration there came into being what was known as the A¥ri-
cultural Adjustment Administration in which a farmer would enter into a contract
with the Federal government for restricted production in acreage in return for
certain subsidies. These were exacting contracts bvetween the individual farmer
and the Fedegél government., The Agricultural Extension Agents were responsible
for the educational work for this to be done. lLow in some states the Agricul-

RO
tural Adjustment Administration organization was completely separate Zéx>theirzs

administration of that program as far as the Exxtension Services were concerned.
You had two offices, one for the Agriculturzl 4djustment Administration group,
which hardled the contracts and the legal work of preparing the contracts, the
papers and agreements, and then the County Agricultural Agents did the educational
work., In Virginia an agreement was arrived at by the Fresident of Virginia Poly-
technic Institute and the Federal government that the County Agriculiural izents
in the state would do both for a period of two vears and avoid the duplication.
30 in many cases some direct Federal money, some people were paid by direct Fed-
eral money. In other cases they were paid by an agreement, a cooperative affair
tetween the Federal monies and the otate monies; and some clerks were raid com-
rletely by Federal monies, and, in a few cases, ;ome clerks were even paid Dy

Counties., 350 i

n

made out. fow I don't mean to say they didn't have standards, I mean there were

order to get the job done there were various working agreements

ot SR YISV
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BEARD: many waivers involved in the emergencies to get these things done. I'm sure

when I was Assistant Agent that I was paid completely by Federal money, but the
minute I was appeinted in liddlesex as an Agent why then I entered into the
cooperative service of State-Federal-County money. There were many positions
though that were temporary as long as this emergency existed that were paid for i
by Federal monies. There were a few counties that took the money in order to

get the service. Kowever there was an agreement reached in the state of Vir-

ginia that if the cooperative Extension Service took care of both the adminis=-

tration and the educational programs of the Agricultural Adjustment adminis-
tration that they would guarantee that there would te a County Agricultural
. &7 cou N T) : - .
Agent in every in every s#saie that these programs were involved in. And this
was one of the reasons that gave the Extension Service quite a boost in Virginia
B at that time, because there were one hurdred counties in Virginia mhen this pro- |

1
gram began. Cnly eighty-one of them had County Agricultural Agents: the rest

of them got them within a few weeks after this program was intiated.

HARR: They had to have one hundred. percent? ‘

P EEARD: Yes. If they didn't have an agent, they didn't get the program. I
h

HARR: What about the County Agent's office in Fairfax: did it change around to differ- }

ent places or was it in the same place for nany years?

EEARD: The location? Physical location?

NBRE: Yes

ZZARD: t changed about every four or five years,

IARR: I roticed that it seemed that it was in the upstairs of the County Clerk's offics

at one time. TIs that right? I
EEARD: It was upstairs in the County Clerk's office when I arrived here, I served in
ive different locations during the years. |

back btriefly, ir. Zeard, would you say that in your youth, growing
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uo in Fairfax County, that there was a feeling of resenthent toward tre City by

Fairfax County peorle, various kinds of farrers in particular?
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¥o, I wouldn't say so except in individual cases. iy mother and father were both
raised in the Valley of Virginia, and their problem up there was getting things to
markét. Winy, they had to drive turkeys in droves all the way to Fhiladelphia,.
They had to drive cattle for miles to a market. So, by coming closer to a large
market, and I often asked my mother why did they move down here from the beautiful
valley? They said'simply tecause there were no markets up there, and they wanted
a place to market their farm produce and their crops. how the other reverse side
of it is that some of the areas around here, in around Herndon and out here at
Frying Pan, had boarding houses, and people would come up there and live and spend
their vacations in the summertime and eat fresh country butter, drink buttermilk,
eat fresh vegetables and fried chicken. This was quite good for both the farmer
and the city dweller, £So I remember there was an interchange of these activities
which was mutually beneficial.
I noticed in around 1936, the first time I observed this, the farmers were very

happy because the Eoard of Supervisors hed agreed to have a general reassessment

) the next year, that was 1940, and the comment in this annual report which you

wrote, Mr, Eeard, was that finally the residential dwellers of the County would
be paying their fair share and the farmers would be somewhat relieved of an
overburden of taxation. Do you remember that as being a sort of a feeling of
conflict or just equity that they were trying to have adjusted?

liell, as urbanization takes place the land adjacent to the urtanization projects
increases and doubles in value very quickly, and when assessments zre made on a
five year basis or a four year basis, the urbanization people came in and they
recuired improved roads and schools and school teachers and things of this kind,
Therefore, without a reassessment the existing tax revenues have to pay for this,
and the rate is just increased, 3o we did not have annual reassessments like we

are having or supposed to be having today; and this is very necessary in order to

equalize the tax tase,

In other words there was such an increase in services demanded or needed?

J e e |
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ZEARD: What if you'd had to build a complete new school here? 4And who paid for it?

If that land was still assessed at the same values as it was when it was farm?

NARR: What do you know about crops which were raised here in the eighteenth century?
Did you ever hear anybody talking about that? Cr was it ever a concern of yours?
Or were you too busy? Was there ever any study of this at VPI or discussion or
interest in it among the County Agents? Did they attribute the need for exten-
sive fertilizing to backward - éuncIéé})

IEARD: There's quite an essay written on this by Commander Jones from Fairfax Station,
This was written about the problem, and the problem was that we did not have in-
sect control and we did not have fertilization programs. We didn't lime the

stable
land. People relied mostly on staﬁle manure, and many times that wasn't disposed
of so it could be used to an advantage. So the yields of wheat were only about
. eighteen to nineteen bushels per acre where you had a sta%le manure, and were.
down to about eight or nine bushels per acre where they didn't use sta%le manure, :
A farmer would have to work himself to death in order to get enough feed and food
Just to take care of his family and his livestock., He didn't have any to sell.
S0 there was a great need for this kind of thing, Of course, farmers always
somewhat reluctant to change to new methods until they were sure that they knew
what they were doing. They knew that the old system would work, and they weren't
too sure that the new one would work. There was a need for this, but I do not
recall any specific programs in this area except of the old plantation type where
you produced a lot of hay so that you could have a lot of horses to grow a lot of
hay to grow some more horses to grow some more hay, and you wers going like a monkey
going around trying to catch his tail.

NARE: Does this mean there wasn't very much crop rotation until the Hxtension Service
got in here?

ZEARD: There was very litile crop rotation, and their own crop system was generally accepted

by most plantation owners. 7his was not conducive to soil fertility, erosicn con-

trol or conservation of any type.
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NARR: Ir, Beard, I can see that we're going to have many more questions for you. uith
| your permission we would like to stop here and review our notes and come back
and visit with you again very soon.
ZEARD: %ell, this has been real fine. Do so again soon.

NARE : Thank you.

L Interview with Joseph Beard conducted by Wan Netherton

and Fatrick Reed






